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Yooy Donggtline drawn around Cuba., *I felt,” necessary, were .the doves; led Ly
_ Thirteen Dn.)s' f": ..,- i Robert lu.nm.dy wrote of those ter Robert— Kennedy * and Robert | Mc-:
;.by Robert . Keanedy, i+ 3l .1ible moments, *we wiére on the edge Namara, and including ' George Ball,”
. with Introductions-by Harold . . .( Of a precipice with no ‘way, off ...t Roswell . Gilpatric, Llcwdlyn “Thomp~,
~ Macmillan and Robert S, MuNama_ra {President” Kennedy had initiated’ the son and Robert Lovett. -

\orlon. 224 pp., SS 95 e -....-. qrLourse of events, but he no longer had” Dean_ Rusk, for the most part,
Py control over them.” Faced with' this’ avoided tiking'a stand,.or even aticnd-
. ‘blod(adc, the * Russian ' ships turned ing_ the sessions., The Secrelury of '
: It w.m a time, u} }\hrushduvs mem- backy dndN the f“'i-l crisis  was 'sur- State, in Roberl: Kennedy's' caustic

.orahl\_ phrasey - “when: [h‘y\“nhu of mounted. No more missiles could 8“'words “had other dutics during .this
L burning g in, llu. aird’ s Robert into Cuba, But «yhat -of . the. OHCS"‘,mod and frequenily could nol attend
V Kennedy™s wecount ol “those - ‘Uhirteen already there that Russian technicians Jour meelings.!* It would be “ﬂ‘«fc"“n},

’ ~Ronald Slccl "4 . -

Y days in 1962 - from October 1o, when: were .installing  with, fcvcnsh,ha.stc" {0 know whal (hese dulics were/
l]u. and his brother were pruscnu.d with'President Kennedy *was  determined iRopert Kennedy ' ‘does not elaborate, -
" }pmul that the Russians weve secretly that (hey had ‘to be removed immedi-iglhouph he docs offerthe further

L hbuilding. Jongsrange  missile - bases in wtely,” and on Saturduy, October. 27, WinLriguing, aside. that..\Segretary Rugk,”
Cubae aatil, Qetober | 28, when the: sent his brother to tell Soviet anbas- .:mw,d President, Kenaedy's exiremeiy
::;; Kremlin .u:mnl 1o dismantle them-. sudor Dobrynin “that if they did aot r,zmporl.mt meeting with Prime Minister,

; shows the view lrom the inside by onc!remove (hose - buses, we would remove (Maumm.m +in  Nassau’/.because of &
I\-'or the key participants, Written with:then, " The Pentugon prepared for an kdiplomatic dinner -he felt .he shouid.
A cconomy and directavss, Thirteen Days-air strike against ' the bases and an * attend.” .That “was the .mecling, onc.
S s a valuable historical document with'invasion  of Cuba, "Ihs, " expectation,” ‘'will remember;. where President Ken-. -

70l the clements of a Gwriller, - - L LWRobert, Kmncd){,,quts,, _of, ,that fdh-ful,.ncdy agreed to help out. Harold Mac-; "
Saturdayy, “was, a . mmtnry qonfronta-.mmun (author of .onc of the two,
"the publisher with supcerfluous intro..-lion:by. T“"Sdﬂy--”v £ \." “Introductions to 'this'volume) on thes '
1 ductions, photo;_,rapm., and .documents 7 . & 3'. ' N ' Ay —'l'c.Vt. of Lhe British elections by turning . "

< \t—do;s not, of course, tell the whoxe.W k ' f . Sl sy wfover Polaris. missiles Lo Britain after xho‘_
. story of the missile crisis. There is at @ < now, o c.oum,, how iv turm.d Skybolt fiasco that had crabarrasscd

{ good deal about the events leading up»om' On_Sunday mornmg the messuge. Al Tories. De Gaulle, predictably,. 'wus.
“lo he crisis that is gone over too: uile. throul,h that khrushuhw would funous. declared that Britain® still val-,
~lightly. or dehberatcly clouded ow'r_.WthNW Ih'- mhblh-s in’ Mum fOl‘ a’ Cued her trans-Atlantic ties ‘above her,,
“Fhe plash of personalities and ambivas,, US pledge not to invade’ Cuba., Kc“"’ European oncs, .und vetoed her CNTV:
.lent motives is muted and. the tone. nedy had pulicd offthe. greatest, CO“P.mto {he Common Market, The Nassau,’
"rather dq.lachcd But behind the meass; ©F Wis cureerithe first, and one Wopes” yccord was a colossal crror of judg-
';:un,d prosc we see the spcclacle of'the “"" '“'hl'"y VIL(OI‘)’ of the nlldbdf -munt thclt an. d'v(\l“‘ Sccrctury of Sldlb ’
", ¥rational minds swayed. by passions and’ sera. Not a shot was fired, althoux,h we:’should have. been able to preveat—had '
rth.. cuphoria of power, . governmentnl “came @ pood dealveloser lo, war than “he not been too busy auondmg diplo-’
“{ machinery breaking down’ -into’ the.mo"‘ people reulized ‘at the! “"3,‘“ °".‘. matic' dinners. "
struggle of individual 'wills, and decie; havercarcd-to think about sinee. 72" ¥ Some of Al hawks Wm-. of course, i
I'sions aff«.cum, the future of humamtyf It was @ victory not only ovcr"mc”’""d‘c‘“bl“ It 'is not surprising that the |
made by a handful of mcn-thc best of: bovu.t-;, but over many. of. }\mm.dys«-k”m Chu.fs of Staﬁ' were cagur.t.o use
. whom were not.always sure they were'. advisers who  [avored -4 mdre’; :their “expensive  hardware, - "They
' ".-- right. A disturbing description of deci- .mmumt course (rom., the 5"‘“-- ““- seemed always ready to assumie,” Rob-,

dert - Kennedy 'wrote, “'that a war.was in’
‘I sion-making in the drama was played out’among a hastily | ©* ’
making. in the nuclear ‘age, thisXaseembled group, which later took onjour national interest, One of the Joint

el:z“;ﬂ:‘“"‘:“s\“c" :"‘0"‘: Z:?U:::r:sni‘a;‘“\’:;:thc formal " tilde of the Excuutwo-ChM‘s of Staff ‘once said to me he |
might- have bridged the gap bctwunvgommmw of the National Sccunty ‘believed in a prcvcmw» atlack against
the old pclitics and the new, ©+ ., ‘guncil, that met several times a d.ny'thc Sovict - Union.” Nor is it swrprising
Rl Lt ;m the White House, The sessions were | that Dean Acheson, among the most
;"' We have come 13 take the b‘“"““" of i frequently  stormy, .although Lhe lmmrcutlutmnl Tol . Lhe ,cold warriors, .
215" lderror so much for granted that it iS{yere iooscly drawn at first,, Several of "should have come down on the side of "
4 hard Lo imagine wny situation ‘in Whl(.hl the participants, .according to -Robert’ 'lhc military. *'T felt we were too vager
Lihe (wo super-powers: would uctually Kennedy, shifted their opinion "from to. liquidate this thmg." Eliec Abel,
“use their terrible weapons., Yet MOre one extreme to (he olhur-—supporlmg' xeports him as saying in, The AMissite™
i than once during those thirteen days it an air ‘atlack al the beginning of the’ Crisis,, "So long as we hpd the thumb: - .
I seemed as  though H\c ‘unthinkable, Lmeeting und, by the lime we lu‘t e SSTEW on Khrushchev, we should have,
iimight actually eccur. " SAC bombcn While ouse, supporting no uction at'. gwcn it another turn cvery day. Wn. T
A' were dispersed 1o airficlds throughoul’ y» A few, such as Dean Acheson and - wcre too ‘eager to wiake an ngr-.cnu_nt R
‘ the country and roamed the skics with- Dou;,l.u\ Dillon, were hawks from" t1,“::-',_w'll'. the ‘Russians. They had no busi- L
thur nux.lusr cargoes. At one poinl-gart’ and arpucd for what they cu-I‘" ss - there in -the first plade.” Ever .70
C President cnncdy, l‘c.art'ul lhal some phcm,sucﬂny called @ “surgical strnkc""f. mcc his urucmxlon by Congress dur ' "
“rigger-happy colonel might set “of " the against the air bases. They were evcn-l ng the Alhcr Iliss affair, Acheson has,
: -.p..rk. ordered all . alomic missiles de- umlly joined by John McCone, General , become  incrcasingly ‘reactionary and,
O fused K0 that the order to fire would NMuxwell” T.nylor, ‘Taul qu«., and’ Mc.."cmcr to prove his louz,hncss toward

: huve Lo come directly from the White George Bundy. Favoring 2 more. mod-; the Commumm.- His bomb- first-and-..
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‘mormn;, of Oclobir 24, as Sovict slups na _ﬂﬁvm,ﬂ & c'to ve . csumted (o an. cars mn ,sut.h pmars of ‘hn.. Ezg;c;r%:‘) 3
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